
Our Lady of Loretto Chapel 
 

In the spring of 1910, Mother Pancratia Bonfils obtained permission from 

Mother Praxedea Carty, Superior General, to borrow $22,100 from Archbishop      

Pitaval of Santa Fe.  The General council had already authorized her to build a chapel 

and auditorium at the cost of $38,879.  Mother Pancratia had a fund of $10,000 

which she had raised by various means.   

 

Architect R.E. Edbrooke submitted his plans in 1909 and in March, 1910 a 

contract was drawn up between the Loretto Literary and Benevolent Institution of 

Colorado and Des Jordins-Bundy Building Manufacturing Company for construction.  

It was completed in June, 1911.  The rose window in the choir and six stained glass 

windows were installed at the same time.  By 1926, 17 more windows were added.  

All were purchased from Myers of Munich.  The original stations were also           

purchased from Myers.  On April 25, 1912 Bishop Matz dedicated the chapel under 

the title name ñOur Lady of Loretto.ò The pipe organ was installed in time for      

Midnight Mass in 1923.   

 

In 1945 the chapel was renovated in its present form by the Monterey Guild of 

California.  All designs were made by Miss Charlton Fortune, director of the Guild, 

and Dom Hilary Martin, O.S.B. The altar is of rose-colored limestone, the raredos is 

of wood as well as tabernacle.  The crucifix is of stone and executed by Roy Zoellin.  

It was exhibited in San Francisco in 1938.  The six original candlesticks were of 

wood covered in platinum leaf.  Above is a miniature House of Loretto held up by 

two Cherubim.  Some years later Bill Joseph, artist at Loretto Heights College, made 

six candlesticks, a metal tabernacle and placed the lamb on the front of the altar.  On 

December 10, 1945, the chapel was formerly opened at a Solemn High Mass by    

Archbishop Vehr.  


